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Story Premise —

As the crowded streets of Manhattan celebrate a new year into 2024, Dillan, a high
schooler in hopes of soon helping to enforce the law, makes an eerie discovery in the outskirts of
the city. Animals have become rampant, and humans lose sight of control. Explosions and blood-
curling screams flow through the air.

A virus that controls the mind of living organisms plagues the once vibrant city. With his
father missing, Dillan, along with his family and other survivors, must develop and utilize keen
survival skills to escape a violent, grotesque nightmare.



Historical Background Information or Timeline —

Prior to the inciting incident in New York City, which occurs in 2024, key events have
taken place, which all help contribute to the story and the plot.

New York City’s ongoing sound cycle of beeps, chatter, and various animals fills the air,
which earns it its well-popular title, “The City That Never Sleeps.” Its five boroughs—Queens,
Brooklyn, The Bronx, Staten Island, and Manhattan—contain buildings, shops, and areas that
offer businesses, wonder, and innovation, and it shows no signs of ceasing the work and play of
its multiethnic population. From places to eat, hotels, parks, and museums, the city has much to
offers to its inhabitants and more.

The Statue of Liberty stands tall and its structure allows for citizens of New York and
travelers to climb steps inside the lady figure and reach the crown area, where pictures can be
taken of the city from a high area.

The ‘I Love New York’ symbol has been used in New York since 1977 by graphic
designer, Milton Glaser. This specific graphic has been typed out by an American Typewriter in
rounded slab serif typeface and follows with a depiction of a red heart. Its popular existence
processes over $30 million a year through various merchandise like mugs and t-shirts and are
still found all over New York to this day.

The Brooklyn Bridge stretches over the New York City East River for a lengthy 1,600
feet, and it links two of the city’s boroughs, Manhattan and Brooklyn.

An abandoned subway has been built beneath Broadway and Warren Street in Manhattan
back in 1870. While the tubes have been sealed up and then some reused for the construction of
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit, this information details the history of subways beneath NYC—
specifically, an abandoned one that has never been exposed to the public. Since the story takes
place in the future, the rest of the abandoned tubes have been used as access to an artificial
underground experimental facility, which the corrupt organization behind the virus outbreak has
developed.



Main Character(s)

Protagonist: Dillan

Dillan is an analytical 16-year-old high schooler, who lives in Bronxville, New York
with his sister, Irene, and his parents, Dr. Jericho and Isabelle. He has a fascination for criminal
justice and law enforcement; however, he fears real-life violence. Being diagnosed with
Schizophrenia at the age of 13, he suffers from anxiety attacks, which affects certain activities in
his daily life. Regardless of his health condition, he is still eager to receive a position in the New
York Police Department in the next few years and have a chance to don a police badge and
uniform. He has a strong understanding of knowing what is right and what is wrong—especially
in society. While he tends to avoid violent confrontations with people and suffers from panic and
delusional episodes, he does have a keen sense of knowledge in various subjects, such as
analytical assessments, reconnaissance, the lawful system, and the geography of New York City,
and he hopes to one day make the world a safer place with lesser criminals and by re-establishing
the law.

Anderson, B. (2006, July 26). Crime scene tape [Photograph]. Retrieved from
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nullvalue/4188517246/in/photostream/

Antagonist: Dr. Jericho

Dr. Jericho, 37, is an intelligent, yet bizarre scientist who lives in Bronxville, New York
with his wife, Isabelle, his son, Dillan, and his daughter, Irene. Behind a bright white lab coat
and formal clothes lies an exhaustive-looking man with no signs of self-care—a growing beard,
baggy eyes, frizzled hair, and a ghost-like paleness of the skin. With an innovative mind and a
Ph.D. in Chemical Science, he strives to create an impact in the history of science and impress
his family by developing new research that leads to improvement in human and animal brain
functions. After multiple useless pushes on this idea, however, the science industry abandons
him, as well as society, as his work takes over his life. Suffering from a lifelong condition of a
Bipolar disorder, he struggles to maintain his life as a husband, father, and scientist and


https://www.flickr.com/photos/nullvalue/4188517246/in/photostream/

continues to set forth with newer and in-depth experiments to prove others of his capabilities as a
revolutionary scientist.

Along with his research, he possesses a great deal of danger to his society. His disorder
not only creates havoc around other people, but with his anger and frustration combined from
work, he becomes an unexpected, fearful, and violent threat. After failing to impress anyone with
his research, he begins to commence new research that has the potential to drastically change the
world and its inhabitants: JER-0—a virus that destroys original brain functionality in humans
and animals. With this mindset, he joins a corrupt and deranged military organization called
“Shade,” which prioritizes him, his knowledge, and his newfound research, with a focus to
eliminate all humans and animals. As the new captain of Shade, he sets off to revolutionize the
existence of mankind as means for revenge by beginning his attack on his home state, New York
City, and using the JER-0 virus to achieve his plan.

claire_h. (2008, September 1). Rocknrolla London premiere — Gerard Butler [Photograph].
Retrieved from https://www.flickr.com/photos/flashback/2819487878/in/photolist-5i9BvY -
agkJFF-agkJT2-aqgopM5-agopAL-aqopE3-aqog2f-agkJK4-aqopTL -agkJCB-5iJWaG-agop50-
agkJA6-2ZrPev-3GGSJ-3GFZD-amPYtx-xLwqrB-ygKCeA-8zEHmMh-8zBzU8-8ZEHMW-
8zBzAQ-8zBzBR-8zBzMn-8zBAaB-8zEHAC-8zBz\Wv-8zEHBQ-8zBzLLH-8zEHiw-8zEHCL -
8zEHhS-8zEHQj-8zBzKT-8zEHqA-8zBzDF-9mdKn2-8zEH]j-2aJGDra-eBjE2E-bkrHBf-
bkrJ9Q-2e6MgTk-TmgnLs-4Tjfpw-4FRzka-5]67CS-9Y GK|G-9YGDub
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Supporting Characters

Isabelle, 35, is a hardworking and protective wife and mother. She is the wife of Dr.
Jericho and the mother of Dillan and Irene. She never wakes up every morning without
her family in her mind. With her husband being diagnosed with Bipolar and her son being
diagnosed with Schizophrenia, she works diligently to ensure that her whole family gets
daily supreme support. With knowledge of cooking skills and numerous recipes, she
enjoys and professionalizes in crafting nutritious meals and collects any essential
resources that could benefit her and her family. Additionally, with an emphasis on
organization, she likes to track down all events and discoveries inside a journal daily.
With some combat training from her husband, she commits to protecting her children, her
husband, and those she trusts.

Irene, 16, is a caregiving animal-loving high schooler, who lives with her brother, Dillan,
and her parents, Dr. Jericho and Isabelle. She has a strong obsession with animals and
respects all different kinds of species—from non-threatening to dangerous. Additionally,
she knows her way around various medications, including antibiotics, over-the-counter,
and more; she continues to research more into the field of medicine. She hopes to one day
be a veterinarian and rid the world of starving animals. Amongst her caring personality
towards animals, she spreads her love and cheerfulness to her family, friends, and
strangers. Whenever someone is hurt, she makes sure to arrive to their aid immediately
and take care of the situation before it can get any worse.




Fife, J. (2011, June 4). bottle time [Photograph]. Retrieved from
https://www.flickr.com/photos/good-karma/5869905962/in/photolist-QWGNxd-3bmCHyv-
gTHHa-nw4PZ5-4NUm75-4NUm79-f3Upc-2FWh38-9WDUJt-6CSaBH-QUDWP7-TgXuJ-
0BjZ31-VjsUPt-emciof-emcjbb-50jMrm-ekjPj4-7jKi2v-ekjP8T-em6wGT-oDmG3n-emciSQ-
ekjPaz-ekgxYm-em6xxP-em6wkH-ekjNAv-99HU XKk-f5iti5-ekjPnZ-ekjP68-ekqyf3-apxxx-
nZ3vDW-6CS9dM-ekqy5q-7VCGWSs-ekgygA-ekaxnL-ekgxxY-ekiNWM-4NUm7f-50fJtz-
9sNFiJ-oBjWTm-87qTnP-6zn4Qr-6wFjmv-6CS7AF

e Choco, 2-years-old, is a happy family dog who belongs to Dr. Jericho, Isabelle, Dillan,
and Alex. With a keen sense of smell, long-endurance running, and strong jaws, he stands
to protect Dillan’s family like a guardian. Whenever he hears any of the family members’
distress during a painful or tragic situation, he runs over to accompany them immediately.
When he sniffs out impending threats that draw closer towards him or his loved ones,
such as a human or another animal, he will act swiftly to protect them by using his sharp
teeth to fend off the predators. Overall, he finds excitement in exploring the world around
him and enjoys playtime with those he trusts.

Ronoli. (2015, April 5). German shepherd dog [Photograph]. Retrieved from
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ronoli/19924112054/in/photolist-wmChnm-btdb3S-bK6uL 6-
g0aS39-9HgChp-fcZ7rw-czh73U-60eSZA-tDbKZi-ypM6Yi-60eSCs-gquMN-3f4V9D-qob72T-

3f9hz5-ewWtoZ-V7GPb-2jv7dh-bCkHJ6-6gaHin-4ExyBt-wi75rf-00SfT2-agyEH8-8jR1d-
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bC1cMX-pyev5p-8HTmMXr-6V2qJs-xfvZoZ-whTPdo-8tRpnH-6JLAwWZ-JSD1f-wgz7D-HJSUN7-

bHepKM-wXm8Lb-6geTel-0z9dUt-d XwMDZ-6UXky4-74Uqqgq-8RDCBF-goaQYA-8RDGI V-

8gX4hi-xdEWXb-e7HMtn-colLgys

Ty, 19, is an intelligent college student who lives in Brooklyn, New York. With an
obsession and profession in coding, he enjoys developing various programs on computers
during his free time. He has lost his father, an NYPD officer, due to the outbreak incident
and now wanders the city’s streets alone and fearful. When he isn’t programming, he
spends other hours with friends and family and playing video games, including one he
has created on his own. His coding skills enable him to create unique programs, such as
hacks, which he can use to take control of foreign devices—even those with heavy
encryption. He hopes to escape the now infested city with other friendly survivors.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/ronoli/19924112054/in/photolist-wmChnm-btdb3S-bK6uL6-goaS39-9HgChp-fcZ7rw-czb73U-6geSZA-tDbKZi-ypM6Yi-6geSCs-gquMN-3f4V9D-gob72T-3f9hz5-ewWtoZ-V7GPb-2jv7dh-bCkHJ6-6gaHin-4ExyBt-wi75rf-ooSfT2-agyEH8-8jR1d-bC1cMX-pyev5p-8HTmXr-6V2qJs-xfvZoZ-whTPdo-8tRpnH-6JLAwZ-JSD1f-wgz7D-HJSuN7-bHepKM-wXm8Lb-6geTe1-oz9dUt-dXwMDZ-6UXky4-74Uqgq-8RDCBF-goaQYA-8RDGiV-8gX4hi-xdEWXb-e7HMtn-coLqys

Locations —

1. Dillan, Dr. Jericho, Isabelle, Irene, and Choco’s House in Bronxville, New York

The story starts off at Dillan’s family home in Bronxville, New York. The picture
below is a perfect representation of what the house would look like. While the story will
not provide further details about the neighborhood of Bronxville, the house is a key
component where not only character introductions take place, but also the inciting
incident. Viewers will get a clear visualization of the house’s interior and exterior, as
Dillan, Irene, Isabelle, Dr. Jericho, and Choco wander about and do their favorite
activities. This is where we get character introductions for the main characters, as well as
the majority of supporting characters. The beginning of the story may take some time to
conclude, as the inciting incident boils up starting from the very beginning.

Important rooms like Dr. Jericho’s office, Dillan’s bedroom, Dr. Jericho’s
bedroom, the kitchen, and the front yard are all significant to the plot of the story. Dr.
Jericho’s office contains files that link to the virus he has been developing, which Dillan
discovers. Dillan’s bedroom is where the inciting incident first reaches the audience’s
viewing experience, which is a gunshot from outside his window. Dr. Jericho’s bedroom
creates one of the story’s burning mysteries, which is when Dillan discovers that his
father still hasn’t arrived from work after being missing for over a day. At last, the
kitchen is where Dillan and his family fall into the inciting incident as an infected human
stumbles inside their home and tries to kill them. The front yard is where Dillan and his
family finally escape from their house and venture into the unknown, where a horde of
infected live.



Bob. (2010, August 14). Cousin Nancy’s home in Bronxville, NY [Photograph]. Retrieved from
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23295039@N02/5175350195/in/photolist-8 Tk2iM-dygkRu-
84JChx-adkQZ-9qgyiPe-9gyiMK-dygkWhb-88QPA-dygkNj-dyagkSs-dygkXm-dygkPY

2. Statue of Liberty

In the middle of the story, after Dillan and his family make it to the city,
encounter various infected people and animals, and confront friendly and hostile
survivors, they come to an understanding that there is a cure recipe for the JER-0 virus
that has been hidden deep within the city. After apprehending one of Dr. Jericho’s
soldiers, they discover that this key research rests in the crown of the Statue of Liberty.

This location is another important aspect of the story because it makes the plot
progress much further as tension and reveals arise. This piece of architecture symbolizes
freedom, but its isolation and tall structure make it difficult for the protagonists to stop
the virus from spreading. This scene also delivers the end of Choco as he is overrun by
infected. This ends up adding more to the challenge when Dillan and the rest of his
family have to return to the bottom of the statue as Choco himself becomes infected and


https://www.flickr.com/photos/23295039@N02/5175350195/in/photolist-8Tk2iM-dyqkRu-84JCbx-adkQZ-9gyiPe-9gyiMK-dyqkWb-88QPA-dyqkNj-dyqkSs-dyqkXm-dyqkPY
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23295039@N02/5175350195/in/photolist-8Tk2iM-dyqkRu-84JCbx-adkQZ-9gyiPe-9gyiMK-dyqkWb-88QPA-dyqkNj-dyqkSs-dyqkXm-dyqkPY

tries to kill them. The loss of Choco is also what helps Dillan overcome his fear of
fighting back with violence, as he has no choice but to shoot an infected after his mother
gets attacked by it.

After obtaining the recipe, the characters themselves and the audience discover
that Dr. Jericho is the one responsible for creating and distributing the virus along with
the corrupt government. This also brings them to their next and final challenge, which is
searching for the laboratory that has the correct equipment for analyzing and processing
Dr. Jericho’s research.

Komodromos, A. (2016, August 27). Statue of Liberty series — V1, fiery sky [Photograph].
Retrieved from https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-
YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y 3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBg62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-
cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHQy-2i3nelB-gjAKEd-2fHphMFE-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-
e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BgV-7bZ669-
NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-
7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86 AaK-7bVgvM



https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andreas_komodromos/36877559755/in/photolist-YbK8HM-2akQoY9-22iv4Y3-Zqas7L-waEopP-2hPBq62-BV1FBC-cwtcaY-XxL15-e3y77r-cwtbPf-e3DLQd-4aEHgy-2i3ne1B-qjAkEd-2fHphMF-23BWZ4T-5ToB3M-23K2NnT-e3y79X-e3y79e-e3DLMy-e3DLNE-e3y7ak-e3y78D-Zo6u2s-RL7ak-pQh7ux-7bVfLe-f86BqV-7bZ669-NZ5BPn-cwteaw-MBVZtu-7bVfT2-e3DLNs-4z9ucf-7bViu8-7bVgbn-7bVcjp-7bVhhF-7bZ5Nb-7aqyN5-7bZ7BE-7bZ7su-7bViXp-7bVim4-7bZ7aN-f86AaK-7bVgvM

3. Underground Experimental Laboratory

The intense conclusion of the story, the climax and the resolution, start at this
location. After discovering and traveling through an abandoned subway beneath
Broadway and Warren Street in Manhattan, Dillan and his family arrive at an
underground laboratory that has equipment primarily for experimental uses. The image
below is a great representation of what a portion of the laboratory would like. Since this
story takes place five years into the future—2024—1I have decided to include this hidden
laboratory because it corresponds to the plot. It is where Dr. Jericho has been developing
his research on the JER-0 virus for a whole year with the Shade organization.

The laboratory isn’t overly huge—it only consists of one large room and a small
room. The large room is where previous and present experiments are conducted.
Examination tables, lab equipment, bright lighting, biohazard suits, cabinets of various
chemicals, and other laboratory equipment litter the entire, expansive area. What also
makes this location particularly special is that Dr. Jericho has been hiding here most of
the time and has been developing newer experiments with the JER-0 virus. This is where
Dillan, his family, and other survivors also must comprehend Dr. Jericho and members
from the Shade military in order to put an end to the spread of the virus. /

Florey Institute. (2011, July 6). Laboratory [Photograph]. Retrieved from
https://www.flickr.com/photos/153257761@N07/38477556856/in/photolist-21C8x7G-



https://www.flickr.com/photos/153257761@N07/38477556856/in/photolist-21C8x7G-2eWHetR-h2ZbP2-2aUXiVn-6NR5cY-2dQMvyf-6JfdGA-wkUf7i-6dmd1X-vFo2dq-GLtjsc-rt9fAk-33HR34-dr9MWU-7grMEr-jXQy8v-jXPQRK-bqwhDx-21EfPpw-fmoWTJ-a9yJc8-59jPZC-a9BwwC-a9yJdH-oGfnED-d6kmBG-YA2SUB-dr9Che-ULeUn3-FP3FeS-e3dWh2-4psAVK-9L863i-rP2gr-PrAiYG-65mSrG-Q1nNvp-PrAkAu-HhqZFF-5nJzqU-2d1gwAd-PrAjCY-nEwyW6-6P6TYt-dr9Cwp-Q1o4QT-NJ55MG-d7u975-NJ523N-PrAgom

2eWHetR-h2ZbP2-2aUXiVn-6NR5cY-2dQMvyf-6JfdGA-wkUf7i-6dmd1 X-vFo2dg-GLtjsc-
rt9fAk-33HR34-dr9MWU-7grMEr-jXQy8v-jXPORK-bqwhDx-21EfPpw-fmoWTJ-a9yJc8-
59jPZC-a9BwwC-a9yJdH-0GfnED-d6kmBG-Y A2SUB-dr9Che-ULeUn3-FP3FeS-e3dWh2-
4psAVK-9L863i-rP2gr-PrAiYG-65mSrG-Q1nNvp-PrAKAu-HhgZFF-5nJzqU-2d1gwAd-
PrA|CY-nEwyW6-6P6TYt-droCwp-Q104QT-NJ55MG-d7u975-NJ523N-PrAgom
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/153257761@N07/38477556856/in/photolist-21C8x7G-2eWHetR-h2ZbP2-2aUXiVn-6NR5cY-2dQMvyf-6JfdGA-wkUf7i-6dmd1X-vFo2dq-GLtjsc-rt9fAk-33HR34-dr9MWU-7grMEr-jXQy8v-jXPQRK-bqwhDx-21EfPpw-fmoWTJ-a9yJc8-59jPZC-a9BwwC-a9yJdH-oGfnED-d6kmBG-YA2SUB-dr9Che-ULeUn3-FP3FeS-e3dWh2-4psAVK-9L863i-rP2gr-PrAiYG-65mSrG-Q1nNvp-PrAkAu-HhqZFF-5nJzqU-2d1gwAd-PrAjCY-nEwyW6-6P6TYt-dr9Cwp-Q1o4QT-NJ55MG-d7u975-NJ523N-PrAgom
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/153257761@N07/38477556856/in/photolist-21C8x7G-2eWHetR-h2ZbP2-2aUXiVn-6NR5cY-2dQMvyf-6JfdGA-wkUf7i-6dmd1X-vFo2dq-GLtjsc-rt9fAk-33HR34-dr9MWU-7grMEr-jXQy8v-jXPQRK-bqwhDx-21EfPpw-fmoWTJ-a9yJc8-59jPZC-a9BwwC-a9yJdH-oGfnED-d6kmBG-YA2SUB-dr9Che-ULeUn3-FP3FeS-e3dWh2-4psAVK-9L863i-rP2gr-PrAiYG-65mSrG-Q1nNvp-PrAkAu-HhqZFF-5nJzqU-2d1gwAd-PrAjCY-nEwyW6-6P6TYt-dr9Cwp-Q1o4QT-NJ55MG-d7u975-NJ523N-PrAgom

Additional World Information:

Geopolitics:

*This particular section mainly focuses on micro-geopolitics and are only relevant after the
inciting incident of the story.

1. Surviving Citizens v. Hostile Survivors As a deadly virus, the JER-0 virus, spreads
across the boroughs of New York City and beyond, a large quantity of the city’s
population has become vicious from the incurable symptoms. The city slowly becomes a
wasteland as people die from the virus, starvation, and accidents—thus, food and supplies
become scarce and are difficult to find. That’s where greedy and aggressive survivors of
the virus arrive, as they search vigorously for any resources they plan to use only for
themselves. These are a significant group of people that are a part of the surviving
citizens of New York City, where the other half are those who aren’t hostile towards
others during survival. This leads to the micro-geopolitics, where more innocent
survivors of the virus have to face against other, more aggressive, survivors. These
hostile survivors use the weapons and other materials they’ve collected and stole to
annihilate other survivors.

2. Surviving Citizens v. Viruses While there are two parts of the surviving citizens of New
York City, there are those who have been affected with the JER-0 virus and have no
chances of returning to normal. The virus itself, which is a part of the medicine category,
has intentions of removing normal functions in human and animal brains and replacing
them with more uncontrollable, unpredictable thought processes. This virus itself may not
be a person, but it is a thing, a chemically-engineered parasite that is designed by the
Shade organization to destroy mankind. While the living beings who have been affected
by this virus can be considered part of this category, it is mainly the virus itself that the
survivors of New York City have to go up against throughout the story. The virus
implants dangerous actions into the host, which are to seek out survivors and feast on
their organs.

3. Surviving Citizens v. Corrupt Government This category is also part of the micro-
geopolitics as the protagonists of the story have to face more than just hostile survivors
and the virus, but the government behind them both. The Shade is a corrupt military
organization that has hired Dr. Jericho to destroy mankind for power and finances.
Besides Dr. Jericho, its captain, the organization is made up of soldiers that have military
training and equipment. With the Shade’s blasphemous greed and power and Dr.
Jericho’s unpredictable and rageful plans, the survivors must face against three dangers
that this world has to face.

Technology:



1. JER-0 Virus Helmet These military goggles have been enhanced with newer technology
that allows wearers to see viruses nearby—particularly, the JER-0 virus. This is possible
due to thermal upgrades within the lens of the helmet. These are mostly worn by the
Shade organization throughout the story; however, there is one instance where Dillan
gains access to this helmet to help guide his family and other survivors safely to the
abandoned subway in Manhattan.

2. JER-0 Virus Drones This piece of equipment has been altered by the Shade
organization, which allows automatic drones to dispense the JER-0 virus through a
spraying mechanism. These deadly machines can hover over the air and hold up to over
2.1 gallons of the infectious virus, which can cause great damage to the population within
New York City.

Medicine:

1. Viruses The virus itself, the JER-0 virus, has been a heavily engineered by Dr. Jericho, a
scientist and soldier full of enragement and vengeance. This virus has been chemically-
engineered to include parasites that attack brain function and destroy it completely. After
that process has finished, the virus replaces the original brain function with its own
chemically-engineered process and enables the host to act in unpredictable and ferocious
ways, such as biting, pounding, tackling, ripping, pulling, and slamming other living
beings after seeking them out. This degenerating virus has no way to be ceased, unless, if
in contact with a cure, which has been researched successfully by Dr. Jericho, also.

Those who have been affected with the virus can be avoided completely or killed, which
means destroying the host’s brain. Either way, this cannot officially destroy the virus.

2. Cures for Viruses The cure for the JER-0 virus has been completely researched by Dr.
Jericho, however, its existence has been halted by the Shade organization. The cure is the
key to officially killing the virus, and the only way to use it efficiently is to spread it
across the city with the JER-0 Virus Drones, as well as handing it over to the US Army
scientists for full vaccination support. The cure has been chemically-engineered the same
way as the virus—the only difference is the missing component of the parasite, which
deliver the negative effects to brains of living beings. The cure has protein elements,
which fights the parasitic infection, and it can only exist by experimenting on someone
who has already been infected with the virus to draw out those elements.



Story Synopsis —

Dillan, an analytical high schooler with Schizophrenia, survives an attack with a virus-
infected human being in his own home. Dillan, his mother, Isabelle, his sister, Irene, and the
family dog, Choco, flee their house, running past a plethora of screaming and fleeing in different
directions, where they get in the car to drive out to the city.

Upon arrival, Dillan and his family drive through the streets of Manhattan, when
suddenly, they’ve been attacked by more infected. The car crashes, and Dillan and his family
travel on foot. As an infected attacks, Dillan has a panic episode. Isabelle fends off the creature
as Irene helps Dillan recover. Ty. Dillan and his family settle the situation before Ty shoots the
thieves. He joins their group to search for the whereabouts of a cure.

They make their way to the Statue of Liberty’s crown, Ty goes missing, and Choco gets
infected. As Irene goes into panic, an infected attacks her, and she drops a gun. Dillan shoots the
infected, and they make their way out with the cure recipe and a map to the laboratory.

They go through an abandoned subway beneath Manhattan to reach the experiment
facility, where Jericho, Dillan’s father, conducts the virus experiments. Jericho tries to please his
family with his work, but they’re disgusted, making Jericho inject himself angrily with the virus.
Dillan and his family put up a struggle as Isabelle gets infected. Jericho finally falls after a
bloody fight.

With minutes to spare, Isabelle persuades her son to retrieve the cure before it’s too late.
She passes away on the operating table, but with a cure in Dillan, Irene, and Ty’s hands. The
U.S. Army arrive at the crack of dawn.



Story Excerpt —
Jericho chuckles and whips his head towards the sheen of the bloody table.
“So, are you pleased?” Jericho asks with a pointy grin.

Dillan loosens his bloody grip on the gun as his hands tremble. He squeeze his eyes with
such tightness. The smell of rot crawls up his nostrils.

“No! Why would you do such a thing? Lie to us, lie to the world, betray it? You were
successful! People loved you—" Dillan says with a shout.

“People loved me? You foolish boy—I was betrayed. People abandoned me, turned their
head from my work, made fun of me. Those words out of my own son...,” Jericho says with an
exhaustive shake of his head. The beige color of his skin fades as he can his blood run down to
his feet like rainfall.

“Jericho, why? Do you have any idea what we’ve been through? What our kids have been
through?” Isabelle asks with a painful whimper. She holds her arm as her grip tightens on the
axe.

Silence fills the air. Sounds of crows caw in the distance as the sun’s warm, but dull rays
creep into the cracked hole of the facility, which leads to outside. Even a glimmer of one of the
skyscrapers shines onto one of the bloody test tables.

“What you’ve been through? I know what you’ve been through, but have you for once
understand what I’ve been through? You carelessly worry about your own damn lives than your
own father—the man who has supported you with money, food, gas, a house—everything.”

Jericho’s hand swipes up to one of the containers. He opens a blood-crusty lid and takes
out one of the syringes. Inside, a parasite and black ooze.

“Dad!” Irene says with a scream.
Dillan aims the gun to his father. His hands shake as if ice cold water rushes over them.
“Don’t worry. You’ll all finally be able to understand who I truly am. You’ll see.”

Jericho’s hand punches into his neck—the silent but strong pop sound echoes across the
expansive air in the lab.

Within seconds, another pop sound follows, but a fouler one. A squelch ricochets across
the shiny walls and into the group’s ears. Dillan’s eyes expand when he sees his father pulls his
own eyes out of his sockets, which now reveal two dark, vacant holes in his head.

A warm laugh transforms to a gurgle as blood seeps out of Jericho’s ear-to-ear smile. He
snatches the shotgun beneath the exam table and walks towards the group. His shoes smack
against his own blood on the floor.
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